






    
    




























Cogency Global welcomes Tax Guard into our growing family! Read more here.
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MISLEADING ANNUAL REPORT AND COMPLIANCE SOLICITATIONS


   

    

































































Have you received a suspicious Email or mailing about a required filing or report in the state(s) where your company is registered? 




























[image: Curious if you received a misleading solicitation?]It is not uncommon for business owners to receive deceptive solicitations that look official and appear to be coming from the state. While the majority of these emails or mailings relate to annual reports (or in some states, periodic reports), some also focus on annual minutes or business-license requirements.

These solicitations generally include details about the entity, officers, and directors, and warnings about penalties and fines that could lead the recipient to believe they are official. They may or may not include headings that look like official state letterhead.

The common theme in these solicitations are quotes of key sections of state compliance law and an offer to file on your behalf for a fee, usually much higher than the state would charge. In some cases, those filings or reports may not, in fact, be required.

How to Spot A Misleading Solicitation

The key indicator that a solicitation is not an official government communique can be found in the fine print. By law, the soliciting company (the company that sends out these emails or mailings) must include some variation of the following disclaimers:

“SOLICITING COMPANY is not a government agency and does not represent a government agency.”

“SOLICITING COMPANY is not a government agency and does not have a contract with any government agency to provide this service.”

“SOLICITING COMPANY is not a government agency and is not affiliated with the Secretary of State or any other government agency.”

“The SOLICITING COMPANY does not officially represent the State or any other government entity.

“This product has not been approved or endorsed by any government agency and this offer is not being made by an agency of the government.”

In addition to these statements, you may find other clues like:


“SOLICITING COMPANY is a third-party service provider.”

“You are not obligated to use SOLICITING COMPANY to fulfill your records requirement.”

“SOLICITING COMPANY is a private entity.”



If you are unsure about the legitimacy of a notice you have received related to corporate compliance/annual reports, we encourage you to confirm the information with the Secretary of State for the state listed. In many instances, the filings that are noted in the misleading solicitations are legal requirements, but they can be filed directly with the state for a much lower fee.


Further Actions Available to You

We strongly encourage you to report these misleading solicitations to the Secretary of State or Attorney General of the state where your business is registered. Many of these offices have been cracking down on those entities sending out fraudulent mailings, enforcing heavy fines and even taking legal action.

Also contact the Secretary of State or Attorney General if you have remitted payment in response to a solicitation that you suspect was fraudulent. You may be able to have your money refunded.
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              The Benefits of Choosing English Law in Cross-Border Financial Transactions

              What this is: An overview of the unique advantages of choosing English law in cross-border business transactions. What this means: Great ...

            

          

        
        
        
          
        
        
          
            

            
              Nonprofit CRMs: How to Navigate Data Privacy and Compliance

              What this is: Nonprofits increasingly rely on constituent relationship management (CRM) systems to collect, organize and manage data. However, ...

            

          

        
        
        
          
        
        
          
            

            
              What a Certificate of Good Standing Does and Does Not Tell You

              What this is: When a corporation or limited liability company is involved in a transaction, the opinion letter usually makes a representation ...
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Sign Up For COGENCY GLOBAL Email Updates
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CORPORATE HQ

COGENCY GLOBAL INC.

122 E. 42nd Street, 18th Fl.
NY, NY 10168

P: 800.221.0102
F: 800.944.6607
Int'l: +1.212.947.7200
Int'l Fax: +1.212.564.6083



   

    








EUROPEAN HQ

COGENCY GLOBAL (UK) LIMITED

Registered in England &
Wales, Registry #8010712

6 LLOYDS AVENUE, UNIT 4CL
LONDON EC3N 3AX, UK

P: +44 (0)20.3961.3080



   

    








ASIA PACIFIC HQ

COGENCY GLOBAL (HK) LIMITED
A Hong Kong Limited Company

UNIT B, 1/F
LIPPO LEIGHTON TOWER 
103 LEIGHTON RD.
CAUSEWAY BAY, HONG KONG

P: +852.2682.9633
F: +852.2682.9790

CONNECT WITH US
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